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PUBLICATION SCHEDULE: The 
Black Rock Beacon will have 
four more issues: Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday.

BURNERS YOU SHOULD KNOW: AYN RAND

Gate 
Rituals

Theme: Radical Ritual

BY MITCH

One ritual in which we all partake is the 
journey to the Playa. A few fly in, a few 
parachute in, and a few live in Gerlach 
and its environs and do not have much of 
a journey at all.
For the rest of us, it is the road and the 
sometimes epic traffic jam. But it is also 
the trip to the airport or the stop at a fa-
vorite diner or watering hole. Each year, 
as we draw nearer to Black Rock City, 
we also draw nearer to each other. Few 
things are Burnier than the parking lots 
of Reno supermarkets on the Friday and 
Saturday before the Gate opens.
The delicious anticipation of the ap-
proach is one of the best things about 
Burning Man. Yet ritual can also become 
rut. A worthy goal would be to vary the 
trip each year by finding one deviation 
from the previous route.
While for veteran Burners, the ritual is 
in the road, that is new ground for new-
bies. Their first Black Rock City ritual is 
a literal rite of passage. When they cross 
the Gate, they are participating in  a rec-
reation of the first time the event took 
place on the Playa. A line was drawn in 
the dust and those who had never been 
to the barren yet majestic desert were 
told that once they crossed it, everything 
would be different. 

Burners We Once Knew: Rod Allen
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 it were, put in accord with that wisdom, which is 
the wisdom that is inherent within you anyhow. 

Your consciousness is being re-minded of the 
wisdom of your own life. I think ritual is terribly 

important.” - Joseph Campbell

Across
1. Cad! Liar! Subversive! (7)
5. One who didn't take trash to the back door (7)
9. Let it corrupt the name (5)
10. Filled with malice, 158 rot horribly (9)
11. Rabble at giant upheaval (7)
12. Pensioner to sleep in the middle of bed (7)
13. Atones for a slithering serpent (7)
15. Pain dealer terrorizes a district group (6)
19. Unblemished tin cat dances (6)
20. The bane is insane at a low level (7)
23. Without Swiss leader, esoteric weird clique (7)
25. Imperial without a risk (7)
27. Estimate a viola nut made (9)
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The Black Rock Beacon
10 Years Ago

Tuesday, Aug. 28, 2007
It was the year of the Green Man, based both on the 
concept of ecology and that creepy vine-entwined 
head that peers out from garden walls and such in 
British art. Art under the Man was provided by tech 
and solar companies, brand names removed, a concept 
that riled some participants and has yet to be repeated. 

Tuesday , Aug. 28, 2007 Special Issue: 
The Man’s Bacon Gets Cooked

By the dark of a lunar eclipse early Tuesday morning, 
the Man burned. An arsonist, later identified as 
actor-writer Paul Addis of San Francisco, set fire to 
the wooden statue days before its intended demise 
as a protest against what he saw as the increasing 
predictability of Black Rock City.   

Sunday • August 27
Gate opens: 12:01 a.m.

First light: 5:51 a.m. Sunrise: 6:19 a.m.
Black Rock City begins: 6:00 p.m.

A nearly full-quarter moon is in the sky at 
dusk (33% brightness)

Sunset: 7:38 p.m. Twilight ends 8:07 p.m
Moonset: 11:12 p.m

Monday • August 28
First light: 5:52 a.m. Sunrise: 6:20 a.m.

Ice sales begin: 9 a.m. Ice is available at 
Center Camp and the 3 and 9 o’clock 

portals 9 a.m.-6 p.m. through Sunday and 9 
a.m.-noon on Labor Day.

Sunset: 7:37 p.m. Twilight ends 8:05 p.m.
The moon is in the sky at dusk (42%)

Moonset: 11:48 p.m.

Tuesday • August 29
First light: 5:53 a.m. Sunrise: 6:21 a.m.

Sunset: 7:35 p.m. Twilight ends 8:04 p.m.
The moon is in the sky at dusk (51%) (First 

quarter)
Moonset: 12:11 a.m. (Wednesday)

Wednesday • August 30
First light: 5:54 a.m. Sunrise: 6:22 a.m.

Next issue of the Beacon appears.

ALMANAC

Uncle Larry wants YOU!
The Volunteer Resource Team is expanding, 

adding to its traditional presence at Center 
Camp with branches at the 3:00 and 9:00 
portals. It’s part of what VRT’s Mac calls the 
Black Rock Citizen project, an attempt by 
Bmorg to make it easier for Burners to con-
nect with volunteer opportunities on the Playa. 
For each of the last three years, VRT has 

placed about 1,000 citizens and educated 
about twice that number about volunteer 
opportunities, according to Mac and VRT 
Manager Jocko. 
Black Rock City services, such as Lamp 

Lighters, use the most volunteers, and art 
projects also employ them. Theme camps ac-
count for a smaller percentage, usually service 
organizations like the Post Office. 
The Center Camp V-Spot is open daily from 

9-6 and the two satellite offices are open 10-
4. 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 
BY DURGY

THE SYSTEM IS DOWN
Bad news from Tribe.net. As the Beacon reported 

in 2015, the text-centric social network was trying 
to get back on its feet after years of technology and 
ownership issues. It was limping along with a few 
$5-a-month subscribers and revenue on advertising 
directed to nonpaying users, a significant percentage 
of whom were active in pornography groups.

Disaster struck in March after an article on Heavy.
com  (https://tinyurl.com/brb-tribe-heavy) about a 
Reddit thread (https://tinyurl.com/brb-tribe-reddit) 
described particularly unsavory child porn activity 
on the network. 

Carolyn of New Systems Associates, the 
group that owns Tribe, said the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation is looking into the activity and the site 
in its then-current state was shut down “for good.” 
The address has been parked with a French domain-
name provider called Gandi, she said, adding “We 
have not completely given up the hope to have a 
sustainable social network that supports anonymity 
and free speech."  

WHAT THE STREET 
NAMES MEAN


